13.   MOM-VIOLENCE
When a person claims to be non-violent, he is expected not
to be angry with one who has injured him. He will not wish
him harm; he will wish him well; he will not swear at him; he
will not cause him any physical hurt. He will put up with all the
injury to which he is subjected by the wrongdoer. Thus non-
violence is complete innocence. Complete non-violence is com*
plete absence of ill will against all that lives. It therefore em-
braces even sub-human life not excluding noxious insects or beasts.
They have not been created to feed our destructive propensities.
If we only knew the mind of the Creator, we should find their
proper place in His creation. Non-violence is therefore, in its
active form, goodwill towards all life. It is pure Love. I read
it in the Hindu scriptures, in the Bible, in the Koran.
Non-violence is a perfect state. It is a goal towards which all
mankind moves naturally though unconsciously. Man does not
become divine when he personifies innocence in himself. Only
then does he become truly man. In our present state, we are part-
ly men and partly beasts and, in our ignorance and even arro-
gance, say that we truly fulfil the purpose of our species when
we deliver blow for blow and develop the measure of anger re-
quired for the purpose. We pretend to believe that retaliation is
the law of our being, whereas in every scripture we find that reta-
liation is nowhere obligatory but only permissible. It is restraint
that is obligatory. Retaliation is indulgence requiring elaborate
regulating. Restraint is the law of our being. For, highest perfec-
tion is unattainable without highest restraint. Suffering is thus
the badge of the human tribe.
The goal ever recedes from us. The greater the progress, the
greater the recognition of our unworthiness. Satisfaction lies in the
effort, not in the attainment. Full effort is full victory.
Therefore, though I realize more than ever how far I am
from that goal, for me the Law of complete Love is the law of my
being. Each time I fail, my effort shall be all the more determined
for my failure.
But I am not preaching this final law through the Congress or
the Khilafat organization. I know my own limitations only too well.
I know that any such attempt is foredoomed to failure. To expect
a whole mass of men and women to obey that law all at once is
not to know its working. But I do preach from .the Congress